!88                  TffE TURNING OF THE TIDE.

Here was the turning-point of the battle on the left.
The Rebels were only checked, not halted. On they came.
Horse after horse from the batteries were picked. Every
private at one of the howitzers fell, and the gun was worked
by Captain Terrill himself and a corporal. Still the Rebels
advanced, till, in the very nick' of time, a regiment dashed
up from our line, and saved the disabled piece. Then for
two hours artillery and musketry at close range. At last
they began to waver. Our men pressed on, pouring in
deadly volleys. Just then Buell, who assumed the general
direction of his troops in the field, came up. At a glance
he saw the chance. "Forward at double-quick by brigr
ades!" Our men leaped forward as if they had been
tied, and were only too much rejoiced at suddenly finding
themselves able to move. For a quarter of a mile the
Rebels fell back. Faster and faster they ran, less and less
resistance was made to the advance. At last the front
camps on the left were reached, and by half-past two that
point was cleared. The Rebels had been steadily swept
back over the ground they had won, with heavy loss as
they fell into confusion ; we had retaken all our own guns
lost here the day before, and one or two from the Rebels
were left as trophies, to tell in after days how bravely that
great victory over treason in Tennessee was won.

I have sketched the advance of Nelson. Next to him
came Crittenden. He, too, swept forward over his ground
to the front some distance before finding the foe. Between
8 and 9 o'clock, however, while keeping Smith's Brigade on
his left up even with Nelson's flank, and joining Boyle's
Brigade to McCook on the right, in the grand advance,
they came upon the enemy with a battery in position, and
well supported. Smith dashed his brigade forward; there
was sharp, close work witix musketry, and the Rebels fledline,he brow of in theime Sherman
